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V“ .

TO THE ROYAL COMMISIONINTO MENTAL HEALTH /3 7/) 2 /7

a suppiementary submission

one of the limiting factors in the rural areas is a limited access to RURAL legal aid and
RURAL psychologists

my observations at the court house is that a large number of cases are really
mental health issues that the court and police have to deal with

the limiting factors are that the duty solicitors or legal AID are under resourced and
generally not trained to deal with mental health issues and or drug and alcohol addiction
cases

 

most of those involved in these cases don’t have the resources to engage a private legal
representative

I have enclosed a current fee structure to demonstrate the level of fees as a guide these

can range from $600 to $320 PER HOUR a barristers fees may be even higher

  

there needs to be assistance from the court as to how these ill people can represent
themselves at no cost

IN MY VIEW THE LEGAL COURT SYSTEM NEEDS A MENTAL HEALTH RESOURSE TO
HELP ASSESS THE REAL NEEDS OF THOSE WHO ARE ILL

the police are under resourced and need psychologists to assist as a percentage of police
only make mental health issue worse as they lack training in this area

yours sincerely

Don Lawson OAM M.AG.SC
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