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Between 2007 to 2009 Australia signed and ratified the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of Persons With Disabilities (UN CRPD). 

Article 14 of the UN CRPD clearly states that people with disabilities, including              

psychosocial disabilities, enjoy the right to liberty and security of person, and that the 

existence of a disability shall in no case justify a deprivation of said liberty. 

To this day all states and territories in Australia continue to permit the forced                   

detainment and use of compulsory treatment on people diagnosed with mental        

illness, without the need for consent. Mental health legislation also permits the use of 

seclusion and restraint practices, which have been deemed as torture by a number of 

United Nations Conventions.  

This edition of The Spicer is in response to the Royal Commission into Victoria’s 

Mental Health System and its subsequent failure to acknowledge the violence, 

abuse and human rights violations which have and continue to occur in said       

system.  

Dedicated to all mental health consumers, mad folk 

and people with lived experience of mental and 

emotional distress, past and present, everywhere.  
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On second thought, I want this thing to be seen, share it far and wide, by any means possible and with as many people as you can.  
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