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Curriculum Vitae

Dr Piers Michael Gooding
Research Fellow
Melbourne Social Equity Institute, University of Melbourne

I was educated at the University of Melbourne and Monash University. My scholarship is 
interdisciplinary and blends theoretical enquiry with applied qualitative research at the local, 
national and international levels. My main research interests are disability law and policy, 
international human rights law, the law and politics of mental health, and empirical legal 
research.

Education
2010-2014 Doctor of Philosophy (Law)

Centre for the Advancement of Law and Mental Health, Monash University (incl. Visiting 
Fellow, King's College London, Dickson Poon School of Law). Supervisors: Prof Bernadette 
McSherry and Prof Penelope Weller.

2003-2007 Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours (History and Cultural Studies)

The University of Melbourne.

Awards and Scholarships
2020 Discovery Early Career Research Award, Australian Research Council.

2019-20 Mozilla Foundation Fellowship (2018-19).

2018 Fondation Brocher Residency Fellowship, Brocher Centre, Geneva.

2014 Vice-Chancellor's Commendation for Thesis Excellence (Law), Monash University.

2012 Australian Bicentennial Scholarship, Menzies Centre for Australian Studies, King's College
London: Six-Month Visiting Fellow, School of Law.

2011 The Dontas Family Travelling Fellowship (legal), 13th Greek/ Australian Legal and Medical
Conference, Kos, Greece.

2010 Australian Postgraduate Award, Monash University (Law).

2008 Australian Postgraduate Award, University of Melbourne (History).

Positions
2017- Current
2018- Current

2015-18

2014-2015
2013-2014

2013

Consultant, United Nations Economic and Social Commission Asia Pacific.
Research Fellow, Melbourne Social Equity Institute & Melbourne Law School, University of 
Melbourne.
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Melbourne Social Equity Institute & Melbourne Law School, 
University of Melbourne.
Research Fellow, Centre for Disability Law & Policy, National University of Ireland, Galway. 
Research Associate, University of Melbourne, supported by funding from the National 
Mental Health Commission, researching seclusion and restraint.
Research Associate, Social Policy Research Centre, University of New South Wales, 
collaborating with People with Disabilities Australia.
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2010- 2013 Research Assistant, Centre for the Advancement of Law and Mental Health, Monash
University, Faculty of Law.

2011- 2013 Tutor, Monash University, School of Political and Social Inquiry ('Crime and Media') and
Philosophy Department ('Human Rights Theory'); University of Melbourne, School of Social 
and Political Science ('Research Methods: Qualitative').

2008-2012 Research Officer, Victorian Mental Health Carers Network, advocacy organisation working in 
collaboration with the Victorian Department of Health and Human Services and the School 
of Psychiatry, University of Melbourne.

Publications
Book

1. P Gooding, A New Era for Mental Health Law and Policy: Supported Decision-Making and the Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Cambridge University Press (2017), in the CUP Disability Law 

and Policy series (281 pages).

2. F Beaupert, L Steele and P Gooding (Eds.), Law in Context: Disability, Rights and Law Reform in Australia 

(Federation Press, 2017) (152 pages).

Book Chapter

1. P Gooding and R Kayess, 'Human Rights and Disability: An Australian Experience' in P Gerber and M 

Castan, Contemporary Perspectives on Human Rights Law in Australia (Thomson Reuters, 2020) (in 

production).

2. P Gooding, "'Can Laws "Commit" Governments to Provide Mental Health Services? A Role for Human 

Rights in Securing Resources?' in S Okpaku (Ed) Innovations in Global Mental Health (Springer Nature, 

2019) (in production).

3. C Roper and P Gooding, 'This is Not a Story: From Ethical Loneliness to Respect for Diverse Ways of 

Knowing, Thinking and Being' in E Flynn, A Arstein-Kerslake, C De Bhailis, M Laura Serra (Eds) Global 

Perspectives on Legal Capacity Reform: Our Voices, Our Stories (Routledge, 2018) 154-164.

4. P Gooding, "'The government is the cause of the disease and we are stuck with the symptoms": 

deinstitutionalisation, mental health advocacy and police shootings in 1990s Victoria' in G Goggin, L 

Steele, and R Cadwallader (Eds.) Normality and Disability: Intersections among Norms, Law, and Culture 

(Routledge, 2018) 100-110.

5. P Gooding, A Arstein-Kerslake and E Flynn, 'Assistive Technology as Support for the Exercise of Legal 

Capacity' in D. Ferri and G. Giannoumis (Eds). Fostering Accessible Technology through Regulation 

(Routledge, 2017) 245-265.

6. P Gooding, B McSherry, A Arstein-Kerslake and S Mercer, 'Supporting Accused Persons with Cognitive 

Disabilities to Participate in Criminal Proceedings in Australia - Avoiding the Pitfalls of Unfitness to Stand 

Trial Laws' in F Beaupert, L Steele and P Gooding (Eds.), Disability, Rights and Law Reform in Australia 

(Federation Press, 2017) 64-84.

7. P Gooding and S Quinlivan, 'Reasonable Accommodation' in A Pabsch and P Soderqvist, UNCRPD 

Implementation in Europe - A Deaf Perspective: Article 29: Participation in political and public life 

(Brussels: European Union of the Deaf, 2015) 14-28.

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
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1. P Gooding, B McSherry and C Roper, 'Preventing and Reducing "Coercion” in Mental Health Services: An 

International Scoping Review of English-Language Studies' (2020) Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica (online 

first).

2. A Arstein-Kerslake, P Gooding, S Mercer, M Raymond and B McSherry, 'Implementing a Participatory 

Human Rights-Based Research Methodology: The Unfitness to Plead Project' (2019) 11(3), Journal of 

Human Rights Practice, 589-606. doi:10.1093/jhuman/huz034

3. P Gooding, 'Mapping the Rise of Digital Mental Health Technologies: Emerging Issues for Law and Society' 

(2019) 67 International Journal of Law and Psychiatry 101498 (Epub).

4. D Puras and P Gooding, 'Mental Health and Human Rights in the 21st Century' (2019) 18(1) World 

Psychiatry 42-43.

5. R McCausland, R Reeve and P Gooding, 'The Economic Case for Improving Legal Outcomes for Accused 

Persons with Cognitive Disability: An Australian Study' (2019) 15(4) International Journal of Law in 
Context 367-389.

6. M Lea, F Beaupert, N Bevan, D Celermajer, P Gooding, R Minty, E Phillips, C Spivakovsky, L Steele, D 

Wadiwel and P Weller, 'A disability aware approach to torture prevention? Australian OPCAT 

ratification and improved protections for people with disability' (2018) 24(1) Australian Journal of 

Human Rights 70-96.

7. P Gooding, 'The Right to Independent Living and being included in the Community: Lessons from the 

United Nations' (2018) 24 International Journal of Mental Health and Capacity Law 32-54.

8. L Brophy, V Edan, P Gooding, B McSherry, et al. 'Community Treatment Orders: Towards a New 

Research Agenda' (2018) 26(3) Australasian Psychiatry 299-302.

9. P Gooding and T Bennett, 'The Abolition of the Insanity Defense in Sweden and the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Human Rights Brinksmanship or Evidence it Does 

not Work?' (2018) 21(1) New Criminal Law Review 141-169.

10. M Simmons and P Gooding, 'Spot the Difference: Shared Decision-Making and Supported Decision

Making in Mental Health' (2017) 34(4) Irish Journal of Psychological Medicine 1-12.

11. P Gooding, J Anderson and K McVilly, 'Disability and Social Inclusion "Down Under”: A Systematic 

Literature Review' (2017) 8(2) Journal of Social Inclusion 5-26.

12. P Gooding, A Arstein-Kerslake, L Andrews and B McSherry, 'Unfitness to Stand Trial and the Indefinite 

Detention of People with Cognitive Disability in Australia: Human Rights Challenges and Proposals for 

Change' (2017) 40(3) Melbourne University Law Review 816-866.

13. A Arstein-Kerslake, P Gooding, L Andrews, B McSherry, 'Human Rights and Unfitness to Plead: The 

Demands of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities' (2017) 17(3) Human Rights Law 
Review 399-419.

14. P Gooding, S Mercer, E Baldry and A Arstein-Kerslake, 'Unfitness to Stand Trial: The Indefinite Detention 

of Persons with Cognitive Disabilities in Australia and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities' (2016) 10 Courts of Conscience 6-18.

15. P Gooding, 'From Deinstitutionalisation to Consumer Empowerment: Mental Health Policy, Neoliberal 

Restructuring and the Closure of the "Big bins” in Victoria' (2016) 25(1) Health Sociology Review 33-47.
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16. G Davidson, L Brophy, J Campbell, S Farrell, P Gooding and AM O'Brien, 'International Comparison of 

Legal Frameworks for Supported and Substitute Decision Making' (2016) 44 International Journal of Law 

and Psychiatry 30-40.

17. P Gooding, 'Navigating the Flashing Amber Lights of the Right to Legal Capacity in the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Responding to Major Concerns' (2015) 15(1) 

Human Rights Law Review 45-71.

18. P Gooding and E Flynn, 'Querying the Call to Introduce Mental Capacity Testing to Rights-Based Mental 

Health Law' (invited paper) in "Special issue Competency and Capacity: Issues Affecting Health Law, Policy 

and Society" (2015) 4(2) Laws 245-271.

19. P Gooding, "'...in a format that they can actually utilise meaningfully" - Psychiatrists' Perceptions of 

Supported Decision-Making: A Victorian Empirical Study' (2014) 22(5) Psychiatry, Psychology and Law 

701-722.

20. P Gooding, 'Change and Continuity in Mental Health Law: The Long Road to the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities' (2014) 20(3) Web Journal of Current Legal Issues 1- 

24.

21. B McSherry and P Gooding, 'Torture and Ill-Treatment in Health Care Settings: Lessons from the United 

Nations' (2013) 20 Journal of Law and Medicine 712-718.

22. P Gooding, 'Supported Decision Making: A Rights-based Disability Concept and its Implications for Mental 

Health Law' (2012) 20(3) Psychiatry, Psychology and Law 431-451.

Non-peer Reviewed Publications

1. P Gooding, B McSherry, C Roper and F Grey, (2018) Alternatives to Coercion in Mental Health Settings: A

Literature Review, Melbourne: Melbourne Social Equity Institute, University of Melbourne.

2. P Gooding, 'Housing First and the Maddening Myths of Homelessness' Parity (Council to Homeless

Persons, October 2018).

3. P Gooding, 'The Forgotten 660,000 locked out of home ownership', The Conversation, 31 March 2017.

4. P Gooding, L Fleming, J Watson, S Koritsas, C Cuzzillo, and N Hagiliassis, Decision-Making Support: An 

Educational Resource for Legal Professionals Working with People with Disability (Scope Australia, 2016).

5. B McSherry, P Gooding, A Arstein-Kerslake and L Andrews, 'Disability-based disadvantage - a life 

sentence?', Pursuit, Monday 4 April 2016.

6. L Andrews, A Arstein-Kerslake, P Gooding and B McSherry, 'New project to tackle the detention of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with disabilities', Croakey, 6 January 2016.

7. P Gooding, A Arstein-Kerslake, B McSherry and L Andrews, 'What Making a Murderer tells us about 

disability and disadvantage in criminal law', The Conversation, 9 February 2016.

8. P Gooding, 'Compulsory psych treatment in the home is ineffective, costly and violates human rights', 

The Conversation, 18 December 2015.

9. E Flynn and P Gooding, 'Warning over "assisted decision-making" plans in new Bill', The Irish Times, 19 

June 2015.

10. P Gooding, 'Disability Services for the People, not the Market' Overland (online), October 2014.

11. P Gooding, 'Lars and the Real Issue' (on disability, mental health and human rights) Big Issue, Australia, 

syndicated on the Global Street News Press, 2012.
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12. C Harvey, L Ning, R Callander, M Leggatt, P Gooding and S Woodhouse, Privacy and Confidentiality Issues 

Paper (Mental Health Council of Australia, 2009).

Submissions

1. P Gooding and Y Maker, 'Submission to the Productivity Commission on its Draft Report on Mental 

Health', January, 2020.

2. P Gooding and Y Maker, 'Submission to The Victorian Royal Commission into Mental Health', July 2019.

3. P Gooding, 'Submission to the United Nations Advisory Committee of the Human Rights Council - 

Questionnaire on new and emerging digital technologies and human rights', December 2019.

4. P Gooding, (invited) 'Submission to the Australian Guardianship and Administration and Council: draft 

guidelines on the participation of the proposed represented person in guardianship and financial 

management/administration hearings' January 2019.

5. Co-authored with colleagues from the Unfitness to Plead Project, Senate Committee Inquiry Commission 

on the Indefinite Detention of Persons with Cognitive and Psychiatric Impairment, 2018. In addition, I was 

invited by the Senate Committee to present oral evidence at its October 2017 hearing in Darwin.

6. P Gooding, S Mercer and Y Maker (submitted as part of the Unfitness to Plead Project), Submission to the 

Royal Commission into the Protection and Detention of Children in the Northern Territory, 28 October 

2016.

7. A Arstein-Kerslake and P Gooding, Submission to the Committee on Bioethics (DH-BIO) of the Council of 

Europe regarding the Additional Protocol to the Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine, 2015.

8. Co-authored Amicus Brief with colleagues from the PERSON Project, Hadzimejlic et al v Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, European Court of Human Rights, Application nos. 3427/13, 74569/13, and 7157/14.

9. L Steele, F Beaupert, and P Gooding, Submission to the Australian Law Reform Commission, Equality, 

Capacity and Disability in Commonwealth Laws (2014).

10. P Gooding and C Nicholson, Submission to the House of Lords Select Committee on the Mental 

Capacity Act 2005 (2013).

Select Presentations

1. (Invited) 'Advocacy and Research for Psychosocial Disability, Mental Health and Inclusion', AIDRAN 

Biennial Conference on Diversity and Disability Inclusion in Asia (ICDDA), Faculty of Law Brawijaya 

University, Indonesia, 24-25 September 2019.

2. 'Personhood, Ableism and the Memory of Aktion T4'

a. Australasian Association of Holocaust Organisations (AAHO), Conference to be held at the 

Sydney Jewish Museum, 22-23 September 2019.

b. Public workshop: "The Legacy of the Nazi persecution of people with disabilities", Jewish 

Holocaust Museum, 9 December 2018 (convenor).
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3. 'Regulating the Revolution: The Risk, Hype and Promise of Digital Mental Health Care', Digital Citizens 
Conference, New Technologies: Rights, Responsibilities and Regulation, Melbourne Law School, 24-26 
July 2019.

4. (Invited) 'Supported Decision-Making: A New Era for Mental Health Law', Indian Law Society as part of 

the Global Mental Health and Human Rights Summer School, Pune, India, October 2018.

5. (Invited) 'Supported Decision-Making: A New Era for Mental Health Law', The Victorian Mental Health 

Tribunal, Australia, April 2018.

6. (Invited) 'Supported Decision-Making: A New Era for Mental Health Law', Office of the Public Advocate, 

Victoria, Australia, March 2018.

7. 'Support Reinvestment' - Shifting Mental Health Resources from Coercion to Rights-based Support, Law 

and Society Conference, Toronto, Canada, 2018.

8. 'Co-locating disability support workers in community legal centres: the findings of a 2-year action 

research project', The Australian Social Policy Conference, Sydney, September 2017.

9. 'People with Cognitive Disabilities in the Criminal Justice System: Addressing the Legal Barriers and 

Creating Appropriate Alternative Supports in the Community', Reintegration Puzzle Conference, 2017.

10. (Invited) 'Voices of Individuals Collectively Exploring Self-Determination', European Research Council 

Funded Project, National University of Ireland Galway, January 2017.

11. (Invited) 'Unfitness to Plead and Indefinite Detention of People with Cognitive Disabilities in Australia,' 

Testimony at the Australian Senate Standing Committee on Community Affairs References Committee, 

Inquiry into the indefinite detention of people with cognitive and psychiatric impairment, 2016.

12. 'Unfitness to Plead and Indefinite Detention of People with Cognitive Disabilities in Australia', 

Reintegration Puzzle Conference, Melbourne, 2016.

13. (Invited) 'Supported Decision-Making: From Theory to Practice', Irish College of Psychiatrists, 

professional development seminar series, Dublin, 2015.

14. (Invited) 'Supported Decision-Making: What Relevance to Social Workers?', Commissioned by the Czech 

Republic Department of Social Services, Prague/Brno, 2015.

15. (Invited) 'Global innovations in mental health law and policy from a human rights perspective: lessons 

from down under', Irish Mental Health Commission, Dublin, 2015.

16. 'The Evolution of Legal Capacity and Disability Justice in Australia', LIRC Disability at the Margins: 

vulnerability, Empowerment and the Criminal Law, Wollongong University, 2013.

17. 'Supported decision making: what does it mean for me?'14 th Victorian Collaborative Psychiatric, 

Nursing Conference, 2013.

18. (Invited) 'Deinstitutionalisation and Supported Decision-Making Law Reform in Victoria', Regulation 

Quality Improvement Authority, Government of Northern Ireland, Belfast, 29 May 2012.

19. 'Supported Decision-Making: A New Era for Mental Health and Disability Rights?' Law, Medicine and the 

Public Good, 13th Greek/Australian Legal and Medical Conference, Greece, June 2011 (prize award).

Editorships
• Co-Editor, International Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 'Special Issue: Psychiatry and Law in the Digital 

Age: Untangling the Hype, Risk and Promise' (in production).
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• Co-Editor, International Journal of Mental Health and Capacity Law, hosted by the University of 

Northumbria; Editor-in-Chief, Kris Gledhill (ongoing).

• Co-Editor, Law in Context, 'Special Issue: Disability, Rights and Law Reform in Australia', Federation Press,

La Trobe University (2017).

Recent Media Appearances
• 'Man suffering from brain injury locked in jail, with no end in sight' (2019, November 15) The Age,

Sydney Morning Herald, WA Today and Brisbane Times

• 'NDIS plan to reduce delays only a stopgap, disability advocates say' (2019, June 26) The Guardian

• 'Australians with life-threatening swallowing condition win NDIS battle' (2019, June 14) The Guardian

• 'Gross miscarriage of justice1: unfit to plead but still locked up' (2017, September 12) The Age, Sydney 

Morning Herald

• 'Cognitively impaired man jailed for ten years without trial calls for reforms' (2017, September 12) SBS 

Online

Memberships and Affiliations
Current:

• Member, National Disability Services Victoria Research Advisory Group.

• Member, Australian Supported Decision-Making Network.

• Member, Australian and New Zealand Association of Psychiatry, Psychology and Law.

• Member, Advisory Panel, Mental Capacity Act: Stories of Intention: Welcome Trust Fund Project (UK), Dr Lucy 

Series (Cl), Cardiff University, School of Law.

Former:
• Member, Advisory Board, Disability-specific forms of deprivation of liberty, Centre for Disability Law and 

Policy, National University of Ireland, Galway (2018-19)

• Member, Disability Reference Group, Vic Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission (2017-18)

• Member, Advisory Panel, VOICES - Voices of Individuals Collectively Exploring Self-Determination (European 

Research Council Project) (2015-17)

Teaching
2018-20

2017

2016-17

2016

University of Melbourne, Melbourne Social Equity Institute (MSEI) & Law School - MSEI 
Doctoral Academy; Criminology; Disability Breadth Subject
Co-ordinator (Doctoral Academy), Guest Lecturer (3rd Year Criminology and Disability Studies)

Monash University, Masters in Health and Human Rights
Guest Lecturer

University of Melbourne, Disability Human Rights Clinic; LLM thesis marking
Guest Lecturer, Student Supervision, Thesis Marking

University of Melbourne, Health and Human Rights, Nossal Institute
Guest Lecturer
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2014-16 National University of Ireland, Galway, Masters in International Disability Law and Policy
Curriculum Advisor, Guest Lecturer

2011-14 University of Melbourne and Monash University (Human Rights Theory, Crime and Media,
and Research Methods)
Tutor

Reviewing
I have been invited to review journal articles submitted to publications such as: The Lancet (ISSN 0140-6736); 
Dublin University Law Journal (ISSN 0332-3250); Punishment and Society (ISSN 1462-4745); The International 
Journal of Law and Psychiatry (ISSN 0160-2527); Journal of Policy and Practice in Intellectual Disabilities (ISSN 
1741-1130); Scandinavian Journal of Disability Research (ISSN 1501-7419); Australasian Psychiatry 
(ISSN 1440-1665); Chronic Illness (ISSN 1742-3953); American Journal of Orthopsychiatry (ISSN 0002-9432); 
and Laws (ISSN 2075-471X).

Volunteer
• Board Member, COM, Belonging Matters, disability advocacy NGO, 2012-2019.

• Community Visitor, Office of the Public Advocate, Victorian Government 2011-16.

• Chair, Higher Degree Research Student Body (Law), Monash University, 2013.

NOTE: Supporting documents for any of the above are available upon request.
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